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Intensive archival research and correspondence with Jewish people, originally from Germany, later scattered all

over the world, lead us to a number of rare documents. This material enabled us to construct a realistic and at the

same time amazing picture of a most intensive everyday life in Hamburg's Jewish community, guided by Chief

Rabbi Joseph Zvi Carlebach, under the most severe circumstances. The care for children, for the old and sick

people, and for the imprisoned Jews never stopped, neither under the strict anti-Jewish laws nor later in the

Concentration Camp Jungfernhof near Riga. By revealing deep religious and honest feelings, the scientifically

based documents enable us to get a glimpse into pure humanity. 

Contents: A detailed biography of Rabbi Joseph Carlebach - Original documents - his letters, speeches and

appendices about life in Concentration Camp Jungfernhof - Notes, bibliography, and an index of names highlight

heroic Jewish everyday life under unhuman circumstances.

The Author: Miriam Gillis-Carlebach, born in Hamburg (Germany) 1922, today Professor for Jewish History;

Expelled from Hamburg just before matriculation, escaping to Israel as tourist; according to circumstances she

started university studies in her late forties and published books and articles in German, English and Hebrew;

Founder of Hebrew Reading Center in 1986, founder and director of Joseph Carlebach Institute, Bar-Ilan

University, 1992; her main research fields are Hebrew Letters, German Jewry and children during the Holocaust.
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